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Community 
Research

“Community-based research 
is research that is 
conducted with and for, 
not on, members of a 
community.”

Kerry Strand, 
2003. Community-Based Research and Higher 
Education: Principles and Practices
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Inclusive
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Community-
focused

“standard” 
research



• Stakeholder meetings

• Community outreach

• Webinars 

• Feedback

• Advocacy & policy 

change

• Training

• Psychosocial support



Why bother?

Much richer 
and diverse 
knowledge

Higher 
quality 

research

More 
impactful 
findings



New Coke

Where did they go 
wrong?

Underestimated 
people’s affinity 
for the 
experience/taste



Hardees

Where did they go 
wrong?

Math is hard



Tuskegee Experiments

Complete 
fabrication of 
the injections & 
purpose of study

Used community 
ties against the 
community



The Rapanui

Moai are representation of 
ancestors

Researchers were befuddled- 
how could people have 
moved these stones?

“our ancestors walked here”
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New resources 
on our website

oidi.msstate.edu/
grants-and-

research
Images reveal large amounts of data, so 
remember: use an image instead of a long text 
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Basic cultural 
fluency

oidi.msstate.edu/
inclusive-
excellence
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Tactics



Community-
focused

“standard” 
research







● Groups with shared characteristics
● Organizations or businesses
● Geographic areas
● What else?

Who is the Community



● Did they shape the research 
question

● Did they provide input- how 
much? In what method?

● Did they help analyze?

When are they involved?



What Will You 
write For?

Turn & discuss



Questions
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