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Introduction
◦ Background on Tracey Baham

◦ Role of the Office of Institutional Research & Effectiveness

◦ Data available on public websites

◦ Data available through Mississippi State University portal

◦ Additional data requests and processes
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Data Reporting
◦ The federal government mandates data reporting through the Integrated Postsecondary Dataset (IPEDS) 

for all institutions that accept Title IV funding.

◦ The federal government also determines what metrics are important to the nation (e.g., graduation rates 
and job placement rates).

◦ As a public institution, the state government through the Institutions of Higher Learning (IHL) tells us who 
counts and when.
◦ Defines who counts as a first-year student, who counts as what type of faculty member, what counts as a credit hour
◦ Determines when we take the snapshots and submit them for validation

◦ Mississippi State University determines how we track and report the data.



Official University Data
• Bulldog Basics — a concise report of often requested information, compiled each fall and spring semester.

• Degrees Awarded — all degrees awarded for each semester

• Enrollment Data — various ways to count students enrolled at MSU

• Enrollment Profiles — profiles of students enrolled at MSU

• Factbooks — statistics about enrollment, faculty and employees

• Faculty Data — number of faculty employed at MSU

• First-time Students — statistics about our freshmen profile

• Five-year Profile of Scholarly Outcomes — collection of data for each college and department at the institution

• Pivot Tables — collection of spreadsheets with more details for enrollment, degrees awarded, credit hours 
produced, and number of employees/faculty

• Student Credit Hour Production — student credit hours produced each semester

• IHL Reports — MSU data submitted to our governing body

Source: https://ir.msstate.edu/research.php

https://ir.msstate.edu/research/bdog.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/degrees.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/enrollment_data.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/enrollment_profiles.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/factbooks.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/faculty_profiles.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/ft_students.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/Five_Year_Scholarly_Outcomes2020.pdf
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/pivot.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/sch.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/ihl_reports.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research.php


Dashboards
https://ir.msstate.edu/
research/official.php

https://ir.msstate.edu/
research/unofficial.php

https://ir.msstate.edu/research/official.php
https://ir.msstate.edu/research/unofficial.php


DATA REQUESTS
Contact oir@ir.msstate.edu



Special Requests
◦ When making requests, it’s more helpful to have the research question rather than a request for data 

elements. 
◦ Knowing the type of study helps us identify the data types needed
◦ We can ask clarifying questions on the front end rather than providing data and having to go back and recalculate 

more than once

◦ Research purpose and audience
◦ Helps us determine whether data need to be de-identified
◦ What IRB protocol we need to follow
◦ Whether we need to pull from static data or real-time data



Definitions
◦ Depending on what definition you use, numerous calculations exist for a single request. For example, 

how many students are in xyz major? 
◦ Headcount or full-time equivalent
◦ Undergraduate students only or all students
◦ Students in the major or anyone taking classes in the major
◦ Students from all campuses, or only a specific campus
◦ How do we count students with double majors
◦ Do we need separate considerations for those who start in the major or transfer in

◦ Common misconceptions
◦ Retention vs. persistence
◦ Cohort students vs. transfer students



Benchmarks
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Other requests
◦ Survey design

◦ Focus group facilitation

◦ Qualitative studies (e.g., content analysis)

◦ Student engagement data from the National Survey of Student Engagement

◦ Other forms of student achievement
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